QALAAI ZANISTSCIENTIFIC JOURNAL
A Scientific Quarterly Refereed Journal Issued by Lebanese French University — Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq
Vol. (9), No (2), Summer 2024
LFU ISSN 2518-6566 (Online) - ISSN 2518-6558 (Print)

Reference Point Phenomena in English and Kurdish:
A comparative Study

Haybat Shaker Qadir

Department of English, College of Basic Education, Salahaddin University, Erbil, Kurdistan
Region, Iraq

heibatshaker@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Ali Mahmood Jukil

Department of English, College of Basic Education, Salahaddin University, Erbil, Kurdistan
Region, Iraq

ali.jukil@su.edu.krd

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article History: An analysis of reference point phenomena in Kurdish
Received: 16/2/2023 and English is presented in this article. In order to find
Accepted: 3/5/2023 out differences and similarities between Kurdish and
Published:Summer2024 English, the study compares both languages' reference
Keywords: points. A variety of grammatical phenomena, including
Reference Point, prototype, figure/ ground, definite article, metonymy,
Metonymy, Figure/ pronominal anaphora, possessive constructions, topic
Ground, Possessive, and topic-like constructions, are explored and
Definite Article described according to Langacker’s reference-point
model. All of these structures have the feature that one
Doi: salient thing acts as a cognitive reference point,
10.25212/Ifu.qzj.9.2.40 allowing the mind access to a less salient, connected

entity. The definite article in Kurdish is expressed by an
added clitic. It seems that in Kurdish, ezafe and
possessive pronoun clitics serve as relational identifiers
between the target and reference point.

1. Introduction

The process of conceptualizing is inherently dynamic. It is made up of brain
processing activities and develops through time. A conceptualizer can use one
conceptualized entity as a reference point for making mental contact with
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another, which is referred to as the target. As a result, the concept of a reference
point connection entails a mental access sequence. One entity is accessed or
cognitively interacted with by way of another, or thinking about one entity helps
imagine another. It is a source-path-goal image schema that helps to scan
mentally from one point to another. The reference point has some cognitive
salience that is either innate or determined by the context. Thus, the semantic
and grammatical structure of an utterance may depend heavily on the
reference-point function (Langacker, 2017, p. 177).

Reference point phenomena is elaborated by numerous English scholars and
Linguists. In Kurdish Language little interest is generated to it. Fatah and Aghal,
2022, have addressed “Possessive Constructions” in central Kurdish. This study
will present a contrastive examination of phenomena in English and Kurdish,
with the goal of identifying parallels and contradicts between the two languages.
Daily expressions and "rudaw.net" is used for data analysis. Several different
grammatical phenomena are explored and described using Langacker's
reference-point model. The grammatical phenomena of prototype,
figure/ground, the definite article, metonymy, pronominal anaphora, possessive
constructions, and topic will constitute the main scope of this paper. The
investigation starts with the prototype as a point of reference.

2. Prototype

Cognitive psychologists have demonstrated that belonging to a category is not a
binary decision; rather, categories have ambiguous boundaries and prototypical
structure. More prototypical category members serve as Cognitive Reference
Points that non-prototypical category members are compared against. For
example, in describing non-prototypical members of color category it can be
referred to something as a good red, reddish, red-like, an off-red, the best
example of red, sort of red, slightly red, yellowish-red, and so on. All of these
constructions indicate the degree to which the color in question resembles an
ideal prototype example of the root color red term. A good red has a high degree
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of similarity to some red standard. Something that is sort of red or slightly red is,
to a lesser extent, an approximation to this norm (Tribushinina,2008, p. 1).

s S50y 4 o ying 835 solaydS 9 yiwgss 63993 oS cdySos 0gdd gyl wdy @
L oS g (Slawl) JB s (Sioy 4 idanl @
e Boye pésiniyari ewe dekirét ke jlri nGstin 0 germawi xosowsitin, be rengi sin,
be taybetis be rengi sini kal ( asimani ) boye bikrén.
e Therefore, it is recommended that bedroom and bathroom be painted blue,
especially light blue (sky blue).

In such expressions if someone asks what color is sky blue, it can be said it’s a
sort of blue. Blue is used as a reference point for explaining the sky blue or light
blue.

3. The Ground as Reference Point

Talmy found the figure/ground difference in Gestalt psychology and applied it to
cognitive linguistics (1972, 2000)., A figure is viewed or conceptualized in
relation to the ground. In contrast to the figure, the ground is often bigger, more
recognizable, permanently placed, readily perceptible, and of less importance.
These entities allow us to say that the ground serves as a reference "point,"
giving us mental access to a figure that is more important but harder to identify.
Consider this example from Langacker; when someone says; “Do you see that
boat out there in the lake? There’s a bird in the water right next to it”, it is
attempted to draw the listener's attention to the bird, yet the listener may be
unable to see the bird. They might not be able to find it if it is merely said, "Look
at that bird!" However, because the boat is considerably larger, it is simple to
notice it. The boat which is the ground serves as a visual reference point for
locating the bird, the figure. Another example is; “Do you remember the
surgeon we met at your sister’s party? His wife just had twins”. In this instance,
too, the surgeon serves as a conceptual reference point, while the wife serves as
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the target, or the person to whom the speaker wishes the listener to pay
attention (Langacker, 2017, p. 177, 1993, p. 6).

Consider the following example;
Mike is taller than Jim.
Jim is shorter than Mike.

In the first example Mike is the figure and Jim is the ground. The height of Jim,
namely the ground is used as the reference point to describe the height of Mike
but in the second example Mike is the ground and is used as the reference point
for the height of Jim. They construe the same situation differently though they
are truth conditionally identical. They differ in terms of the figure/ground
alignment.

ol Slarls 03088 ioaSin yasslyay SSEAly e
e Billindgokani beramber mzgewti gewreyi slémani labran.

e Loud speakers in front of the Great Mosque of Suleimani were removed.

In this Kurdish example, the ground "mzgewti gewreyi slémani" serves as a
reference point for loud speakers (Billindgokan).

Ground is commonly used in Kurdish to indicate an address. For example;

s Blo S50 Su - S8 cunle cutial - g9 o) plgcn @

e Hewlér - lengeyi nwé - tenisit macdi moll - nztk sugekani hana stf.
e Erbil — New secondhand-market - Next to Majidi Mall - Near Hana City
Apartments.
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In this illustration, the phrases "near Hana city" and "next to Majidi Mall" serve
as the Ground and do not constitute a part of the address, but are provided as a
point of reference to make it simpler to locate the address.

In English as in Kurdish plainly recognizable tangible objects are frequently
employed as markers to pinpoint where something else is. So, for example, if
someone were to give directions to a specific restaurant, they might say, "Go
downtown, look for the big bank tower, and the restaurant is in the next block."
It is therefore simple to locate the large bank tower, and once they do, it will be
simple to locate the restaurant.

4. Definite Article as Reference Point

The use of definite article in English is also a type of reference point phenomena.
A definite article is frequently used to introduce the discourse referent: "He
picked up a pencil. The pencil was broken.” So, the definite article may be used
by saying “the pencil” since there is only one instance of pencil that has been
presented in the discourse, and it is the only occurrence that is truly within the
scope of attention. However, there are times when the definite article is used
when the referent has not been mentioned previously. For example, in: “l would
never buy this house. The roof leaks badly”. There is a mental image of what a
house looks like and it will be understood that a house has a roof and that a
normal house has only one roof. As a result of human’s cognitive model of
houses and the fact that a house is brought into the conversation, there's just
one instance of roof that stands out and is immediately accessible. The house is
the reference point and the roof is the target (Langacker, 2017, p. 179).

liwsysS sadyaa SabaSg sgdiiwlsS Joylieg daggilals [Sle Waxy o O)L"!‘)“ lg o
235403lS Sloty gyxels SUls aSe33 s (S dias yanwewsSE 033

e Wa birriyare le ¢end mangi dahatlida, wezareti gwastinewe G geyandini
herémf kurdistan, prrojeyi taksimiter cébecébikat, prrojeke danani améri
péwani kilometire.
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e |t has been decided that the Ministry of Transport and Communication
of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) is going to implement the
taximeter project in the coming months. The project is the installation of
odometers.

In this example the definite article (ke) which is bound to the word "prroje”
functions as the reference point for taximeter project. The listeners and speakers
already have mental contact with the target in the first sentence but in the
second sentence through the reference point (Ke) they will be directed for the
second time to have access to the profile determinant. The use of definite article
is for the sake of avoiding repetition.

5. Metonymy as reference point

In a paradigmatic relationship among elements of structures, metonymy has
reference point manifestations. In metonymy we use one thing to refer to
another thing that is linked to it or may be reached mentally through it. For
example, when we say “Chicago has just won another championship”, the team
is referred to as "Chicago". A well-chosen metonymic term enables us to
mention one prominent and simply coded thing and so recall virtually
automatically a target that is either of lower interest or difficult to describe. This
is possible because of our capacity to use reference points. In “I am Reading
Homer”, Homer is used as a point of reference for his own work, which is
subsequently given the spotlight while the poet is relegated to the background
as a result (Ibafiez, 2021, p. 208).

Consider the following example;

Give me a red pencil. In this expression a red pencil does not necessarily have to
be red; it might just leave red writing traces on paper. Thus, the red pencil is a
point of reference for the red marks on a paper. In fact, red mark is an active
zone which is associated with the red pencil and is not necessarily a subpart of
it but falls within its domain. Or in the following example:
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e Vietnam marked a turning point in American history.

The term "Vietnam" doesn't actually refer to the country itself, but rather to a
conflict that took place there. Coherence requires that the subject names an
event, and current historical knowledge makes it clear which event is intended.
The country's name immediately brings up the battle to the mind due to its
strong connection.

In the same way just like English we have in Kurdish Language metonymy as
reference point to recall virtually the targets which in this example are the
teams. In the second example human rights watch functions as access point for
the organization.

094054y 9934199y Uliuslig gl @

Bayrin O Barsélona riberruwi yekdebinewe.

Bayern and Barcelona will face each other.
pdvﬁo.) ladiaS o aisoy Zz99 usisly oo @

e Hiyumin rayts wog rexine le keneda degrét.

Human Rights Watch criticizes Canada.

6. Pronominal anaphora as reference point

In; “Zelda’s quilt is beautiful. Everyone likes it” the antecedent “Zelda’s quilt”
functions as a reference point for the pronoun “it” and “it” is the target. In the
sense that we utilize the reference point to figure out what the pronoun refers
to, we mentally grasp the pronoun via reference point.

Sometimes the anaphor comes before the antecedent like “In his pocket, Sam
keeps a frog”. In such cases it is called cataphor and the antecedent called
postcedent. In this example the prominence is shifted from Sam to his pocket.
Although the target is mentioned first, we gain mental access to it when we
reach the reference point Sam.
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wosg gbila sl disgesyl SSaSola eaSay SloylS Jogidrus Llgosla e

OBany ol 53S0 o cpos algosya
e Sarewaniyi istenb(ll karwani yekemi hawkariyekani narduwete sarf hatayi G
dellét, berdewam debin le wergirtini hawkariyekan.
e The Istanbul Municipality has sent the first convoy of aid to Hatay and says
they will continue to receive the aids.

In this example the clitic (in) is attached to the verb (berdewam debin) is used as
a double subject but the first subject is omitted (ewan).

7. The topic as reference point

A topic serves as a reference point in conversation, pointing the listener in the
direction of the relevant reference of knowledge to comprehend the intended
statement. The target of topics is a proposition as opposed to possessives and
pronominal anaphora, where the target is a thing.

e That mural, I really hate it.

That mural which is the topic functions as reference point and the finite clause
“I really hate it” is the target. This composite structure has two profiles; one is
the reference point and the other is the target process. This is due to the fact
that the expression consists of two attentional frames, each of which is a window
of attention with a distinct attentional focus. Such expressions in Kurdish are
very rare.

8. Possessives as reference point

Possessive constructions are relational structures created by a person's capacity
to use one thing as a reference point (the possessor) and connect it to another
thing (the possessed) that is referred to as a profile determinant. Therefore, the
reference point creates a connection between the things. This relationship
serves as an abstract scanning that enables us to reach one point conceptually
in terms of another.
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In the examples “the boy’s shoes” or “the cat’s paw” the possessor is the
reference point and the possessed is the target. Thus, paw is the target and the
cat is the reference point. The possessor of the boy's shoe is a noun phrase,
which is followed by a word that denotes the possessed. The whole thing is a
noun phrase, with the same profile as the possessed noun. As a result, the focus
is the complete expression's profile, much as the boy's shoe refers to the shoe.
At the level of the overall expression, the possessor is unprofiled. We can
conclude that, the profiled target is a possessive construction property.

Possessive constructions include ownership, kinship, and part- whole relations.
A kinship term's basic task is to place persons in relation to a reference person
both socially and genetically ("ego"). For example, in “my uncle”, the uncle is
under a specific relation to ego, the uncle. In the same way only in relation to
the whole can a part be understood, and this serves as a natural reference point
for its identification. In “the door’s key” for instance the door indicates the
reference point and the key our profile determinant. In ownership examples, the
owner is invoked as a natural mental address for the items he/she owns.

One of the uses of analyzing possessives as reference point is that in some
periphrastic uses of possessives such as Lincoln’s assassination, Lincoln is
concrete and we can easily refer to him but the event of assassination is abstract
and also, we cannot refer to the event without its participants. Thus, the
participants act as a point of reference for establishing mental contact with a
process and stabilize its notion.

Typically, access direction is associated with certain natural paths, going from
the reference to the target rather than the other way around. We refer to the
rat's tail rather than the tail’s rat. But occasionally both directions are possible,
although they create different meanings, when the two entities are equal like in
the doctor’s lawyer and the lawyer’s doctor. The doctor’s lawyer is a lawyer who
defends the doctor but the lawyer’s doctor is a doctor who treats the lawyer.
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Thus, possessives provide the semantic characterization of grammatical notions,
for instance, we recognize a kinship relationship, such as a cousin, by mentally
following a path from the reference person via the linked relatives to the profiled
target.

C= Conceptualizer
R=Reference point

T=Target

D=Dominion

@ = = = =>=mental path

Figure (1): Description of Reference Point Model (Langacker, 1993, 6)

838 12 a3 SagisS L5y weglaos oLl o
e Babayi desllét, nrxi ktébekeyi nzikeyi 12 yoroye.

e Babayi also says that his book’s price is about 12 euros.

In this expression the Ezafe (i) functions as the possessive. It covers the domain
of ownership. Sometimes other domains could be covered by ezafe (i) like: part-
whole

wilSes o Bay cailly 15 by (1g:55) o

e (dktor)basi jani pajneyi péyekan dekat.
e The doctor talks about ankle pain.

1145



QALAAI ZANISTSCIENTIFIC JOURNAL
A Scientific Quarterly Refereed Journal Issued by Lebanese French University — Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq
Vol. (9), No (2), Summer 2024
LFU ISSN 2518-6566 (Online) - ISSN 2518-6558 (Print)

8.1 Kinship

SIS Aoy 63580 Lt yatudasle gaibis om0yd gosttwds wille Sy e
(003 1Sl Slpud gauy3da Jly g8l g goSoysS
e Erling Haland, estéreyi nerwici (O vyaneyi mancgéster siti hokari
peywendinekrdini kurrekey be yaneyi riyal medridi ispani agskra dekat.

e Erling Haaland, the star of Norway and the club of Manchester City, has
revealed the reason of his son's unconnected to the Spain's Real Madrid.

The izafe is attached to the possessee and as we can notice izafe is highly
schematic and is used for different semantic and grammatical constructions.

First Person Second Person Third Person

Smgular| M —— My [T s Your y > Hisher

> Our | Tan

>Your yan

Figure (2): The Possessive Pronouns Clitics in Kurdish (Fatah & Aghal 2022, p.

159)

Lls ylaSoydw LuylSigls ogstedy Loyods @ plaziy 130 o3l @ dap o
wludoyady

e Eme be réjeyi 30 pistman be ewrupa bestuwe. dabinkarlyi serekiman
ellmaniya G ferensaye.

e In our imports we depend on Europe 30% ratio; Our main suppliers are
Germany and France.
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The clitic (Man) is directly attached to the noun and adjective and sometimes it
is attached to the definite article; “man” functions as reference point and “pist”
(back) and “dabinkariyi"(suppliers) are the profile determinant. “Sereki “(the
main) is the elaboration site which makes the target more specific. If there is
more than one adjective in the sentence then the clitic is attached to the last
adjective.

L aludoyadg Lildd laglySiyailaia Soydu oySinls o

e dabinikari sereki mtmanepékrawman ellmaniya G ferenisaye.
e Our main trusted suppliers are Germany and France.

s LS e ds & gailind o Shos gdilgds %80

e koléra nexosiyeki bektiryayiye, lerréyi aw yan madideyi xorakiyi xawewe
degwazirétewe. 80%-i ewaneyi deygirin nisaneyi nexosiyekeyan niye.

e Cholera is a bacterial disease, transmitted through water or raw food. 80%
of those who get it have no symptoms of the disease.

The clitic “yan” is attached to the definite article “ke” in this example.

Both ezafe (i) and possessive pronoun clitics are regarded as relational markers
between the target and the reference point.

Sometimes we encounter double ezafe constructions for example:

OLA.{V,‘AQUJ uJLo Losdaidy @

e Pencereyi mali drawséman
e The window of our neighbour’s house

The conceptualizer begins with the first target entity, “pencere” (window), and
establishes a mental connection through the reference point. “Pencere” is a
component of “mal” (home), and this is an example of part-whole relationship.
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The conceptualizer then makes a second mental connection with the reference
point “drawséman” (our neighbour). As the conceptualizer approaches the
neighbouring reference point, ownership of both “pencere” and “mal” is
established. The listener comes to the conclusion that only the neighbour has
access to this privilege. This design emphasizes how important reference point
organization is in possessive construction by showing how each entity in this
construction depends on the reference point to form the connection (Fatah&
Aghal, 2022, p. 161).

In English too we have similar constructions;
e Sue’s father’s friend’s son’s summerhouse (Radden & Dirven, 2007, p. 103)

According to Langacker, we might refer to this situation as having a chain of
possessive reference points (Langacker, 2013, p. 85).

As the reference point for the target, her father, we first mentally access Sue.
After taking control, Sue's father entirely changes course to serve as the point of
access for a new target, his friend in Sue's father's friend. Up until we reach the
last target, the summerhouse, the chain of reference points continues (Abdulla,
2019, p. 100).

9. Conclusion:

It is clear from comparing the two languages that the reference point
phenomena in both languages are very similar, with the only difference being in
the structure of the constructions. The color prototype, which was described in
the section on prototypes, was used as a reference in both languages. both
languages have used the ground as a reference point, but in Kurdish it is more
common than in English, especially when giving addresses. In Kurdish, the
definitive article is represented by an attached clitic. There was no difference
when metonymy was used. In Kurdish, pronouns are used as clitics. Both ezafe
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and possessive pronoun clitics are thought to be relational markers between the

target and reference point in Kurdish.
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$IByolyas
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